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A True RELATION 
Of a Late Barbarous ASSAULT 


Committed upon 


ROBERTPTE Haq; 


/ Experiments of their Cruelty , is a thing which one woald think 
might be eaſily determin'd among Chriftians. And yet they have 

______ their witty as well as their crafty Defenders of all their Villanies. 
Certainly at length Meg will take the Meaſure of Hercules by his Foot , and 
gueſs at their Sanguine Deſigns of General Maffacres , by their Violent Our- 
rages upon particular perſons. One would think that it were ati Article of the 
Roman Catholick Faith to murther Proteſtant Juſtices of the Peace. Ever ſince 
the Diſcovery of the Plot., they have been committing ſome Villany or other. 
They began with Sir Edmond-bury Godfrey;the next Objed of their revenge 
was Mr. Arno}d, and now we are to give you the Relation of another Exploit 
no leſs wicked then either; God, as we have great Reaſon to believe, ſtil] hard- 
ning their hearts, to open the eyes of thoſe that blindly defend their Cauſe ; 
and labour to extenuate their Crimes. | | 
Since the Diſcovery of the late Plot, it is well known what care has been 
taken to give orders to ſeveral Juſtices of the Peace in their ſeveral Stations 


\ X 7 Hether it be Folly or Madneſs for the Papiſts to giye ſuch bloody 


26 watch the Deſigns and Proceedings of the Papiſts, and to take care of the 


Publick Tranquility in their ſeveral Counties. In Purſuance of which Orders 
ſeveral Warrants were pranted at the Quarter-Seſſions for the County of 
Hereford againſt one Joby Bodnam of Brunguzn in the ſaid County Eſq. as 
being known to be an obſtinate and violent Papiſt, and one that flill refuſed 
to ako the Oaths which the Law required, or to Obey any Warrant either 
of any ſingle Juſtice of the Peace, or joyntly Sign'd at the Seſſions, but keep- 
ing cloſe in his Houſe as his Garriſon, defended himſelf againtt the Conſtables, 
and their Aſfliitants, ſome of whom he hath fhor and wounded. This Mr. Pod- 
nam living near to a Place called rhe Meene, the Manſion-Houſe of Robert 
Pye Eſq. one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the ſame County ; an 
Eminent and Worthy Proteſtant, and a Gentleman of grear Honour and Value 
in his Country, and now to be lamented with an equal ſorrow ro rhat w hich 


. bewaild the fall of Sir Edwond-bury Godfrey, fo liketo his ; the ſaid Mr. Pye, 


could not but think it a Scandal to the Government,and a great negle& of his 


' Duty, in regard of his Office, that ſo notorious a Papiſt ſhould liveas it were 


under his Noſe, ſo openly refractory, and in a rebellious defiance of the Law. 


' For which reaſon he gave out a Warrant for his Apprehenſion, which the Con- 
ſable being afraid/to Execute alone, he therefore ſent ſome of his own ſer- 
 vants to Aid and Aſſiſt him. But Mr. Bodnam, keeping his doors faſt, defended 
- himſelf ſo-well, or rather ſo ill, that the Conſtable and his Aſſiſtance were for- 
.ced to retire and leave him, for the ſafety of their lives , then which a Tore, 


or an Osi-/3w could. have done no more. Some- 


> 
K4) 
- - Sometime after this, thats. to ſay , on the 12/6 of. Fanuary laſh, .it was 
Mr/Pyes misfortune to ſpye his untaly Neightobr, Sodram; walking in 
iis own grounds ; whereupon, having at the.ſame time an Order of Seſli- 
ons for the ſaid-Mr. Bodnam's Aporeieplion abop him, and bethinking 
with himſclt , *rhat his Oath*and "the Duty of *Is Place , in Honour o- 
blig'd him to, apprehend an Offender who hag ſo often offended ; he went 
40 him, and commanded him ro ſurrender himſelf #54 Prifonerto the Law, 
Mr. Poanaim, having a Hedg-Biil in his hand, replied according tothe utu- 
al Language of his Popiſh Litany ,*(Dam'me) Stand off, or I'll cleave wu 
Wwn, Tae Juſtice made anſwer, Mr. Bodnamy Tops, kngw I am too much 
a Manto fear yet, For it Yeems he/hag formerly: hafid to-hand taken him 
Priſoner, . and let him go upon his parole , which he afterwards pertidt- 
oully and diſhonourably . broke ; and. for i his, juſtification ſent Mmm word, 
FT .zat no. Faith was to. be kept with Herericks. ' My. , Pye, having therefore 
. given him to. underſtand, - as:before, that he did.natfear him, told him 
turther in theſe words:;,. 1 came not. now as a ngle perfen to fight ou, 
but as a Magiſtrate, according to Law, {0 iprehend Fo; ard therefor I 
reguure you 30: ſurrender your: ſelf. peaceab!ly.: Vihich Mr. Bogngth retafing 
.to do, Mr. Zye bravely and vigorouſly. preſs'd jn,upen him, ; which: this 
fame Papiſtical Butcher perceiving, ſtepp'd back.,- and in good: carneR-. Jet 
fiy at his. head with his Redg-Bili. (no bad Argument forthe truth :6f the 
Black,Bills prepared for the Papiſts in.1re/ang;) 'and, having. ſtunn's :the 
valiant Magiſtrate with the firſt , with, the ſecond, blow fell'd him-ro:the 
-;ground ; preſently company. coming In prevented. the, jmmediate. Murther 
of,the Gentleman and ſeized upon the Criminal, Boduam, The, ,Woung- 


' ed Mr. Pye recoveted his Senſes ſometime after.,.. bur. it. was, Qnly -to: ;in- 
- creaſe his Pain': For atter he had continued ill about Eighteen; (daysi/in a 


lingring condition, upon the 307 of Farnary, laſt he deparitd this Jifer, 
.the Sacrifice of Papiſtica] Diſobedience and Rebellion , not, only-to- the 
© unſpeakable Grief of his. Family and: Relations ,-- but, ot all -whp had. tHe 
| Hononrtb be acquainted with him. . Nor 1s he leſs lamented. yall the trite 
Proteſtants as well in the ſame, as inthe Adjacent 'Countics. - Tis true. the 
. Murtherer will be doubtſeſs hang'd ; bur here is theſeverity of rhe Exchange, 
We have loſt an Induſtrious and Valiant Magiſtrate 5 the Papilis only.m ' 
looſe baſe Butcherly Villain. m0 36 0 ny $e 0079 if. ofen; g. 
\ This is now the Second. Prank that, has been play'd.in ;Frefordſiire, or by 
' men of that County,the worlt of Contagions, ſhould it from thence ſpread any 
_ farther... Bero are fiir warnings and fair diicoveries'of the very bottoms bf 
_ the Papiſts hearts, but they, colt too dear. Herg is/a petty Kingdom,that.is to 
ſay, a whole Family, put, ato a fatal Contufſion at. two blows, to ſhew their 
Deſigns were real againſt, the Great Miſter of the Univerſal Family of the. 
Nation. And thele are the barbarous Egedts:of Popith Zeal,trom which Good 
Lord deliver us. "I RE hs ont welt: 
....,Now 'tis a hundred to;one, but that as-ſoon as, this ſame Caitiff, ſhall 'be 
_ hang'd, the Papiſts will deny, that eyer there were any ſuch Periqns.as Mr.Pye 
_or Bodnam, and perhaps that there is any ſuch County of , Fereford.. - But 
ſuch Blots.in their Scutcheons as theſe, .will.not be. ſo cafily wipedaway. But 
. they will find the Engliſh Inquiſition after Blood,, ,tq be as relplute as their |; 
own Spaniſh Inquiſition after Hereſy, ; and theretore;his, Holyweſs would dos. b; 
weilro admonith his Creatures to. proceed -with leis paſſion , and,to be:more,. { 
 Submiſſive to the Commands and'Orders of their Temporal Princes. ' 
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